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Software 
Piracy cases 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 Every program (or piece of software) is the property of the programmer who creates it. 
 
 Any other user can use this program by paying a fee and stating its origin, otherwise its usage is 

considered to be illegal. 
 
 The phenomenon of illegal usage and unauthorized reproduction of 

software has taken enormous proportions during the last years . 
 

 The basic reason of the mass reproduction of software is all the new 
technologies which have made it much easier (such technologies include 
CD-recorders, DVD-recorders, flash memories and other appropriate 
programs).  

 

 The main motive for such illegal activities is the fast and effortless profit. 
 
 These kinds of offenders are best known as pirates and their activities are characterized as software 

piracy.   
                                                    

 
 
 

 
 
 
WAYS TO SPOT SOFTWARE PRIRACY  
 

▬ It is much cheaper 
▬ It doesn’t have a user’s manual. 

▬ It doesn’t have a Copyright.  © 

Only the legal buyer of a product has the license to use a specific piece of software, although he is not 
permitted to lend it or resell it to anybody else. 
 
 
 
THE PROFITS OF GENUINE SOFTWARE USAGE 
 

 The program is guaranteed and does not contain viruses or other 

malicious programs. 

 The product has been  tested and  is safe. 

 The product is accompanied by manuals.  

 The product is fully supported by its manufacturer. 

 Usage of the product is legitimate therefore anything produced with it can fall under the 

copyright laws. 

 
 
 

1. Illegal copy and usage of software. 

2. Illegal installation of software without the manufacturer’s permission. 

3. Illegal reproduction and distribution of software in order to make  a profit. 

 

Statistics show that software 
piracy has risen. It now covers 

50% of the Greek market. 
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FREE SOFTWARE 

There are now many manufacturers that provide their products for free, through the Internet or 
computer magazines. 

There are three basic categories of free software: 
 
FREEWARE 

These are programs that are instantly downloaded from the Internet and installed to a computer, 
completely free, without having any time restriction on use (i.e. Firefox Mozilla) 
 

 

 

 

 

SHAREWARE 

These are programs downloaded for free and installed to a computer with a time restriction on use 
(usually a week or a month). After a trial period, the user must pay an amount of money for registration, 
so he can use the program in the future (e.g. WinZip). 
 
 
 

 

 

 

OPEN-SOURCE 

These programs are completely free and their manufacturers allow users to make changes in 
order to improve the code and adjust the program features so they better satisfy their needs 
(e.g. Linux operating system). 

 
 


